CITY OF ORANGE

MASTER STREET TREE PLAN
INTRODUCTION

The City of Orange Street Tree Section was created in 1966 to manage the City’s urban forest.
In March of 1997, the City Council amended the Orange Municipal Code to allow for the adoption,
by resolution, of a uniform master street tree plan to be used in all future street tree planting
improvement projects and in the removal and replacement of street trees and shrubs on streets or
public rights-of-way.
The Master Street Tree Plan is a joint effort of involved citizens, city staff and the City’s tree
services contractor (West Coast Arborists, Inc.). The intent of the plan is to provide a concise, selfcontained reference of City of Orange approved street trees in the public rights-of-way, to be used
by residents, commercial property owners, contractors, landscape designers and city employees.
After due consideration through several monthly meetings of a Tree Review Board (a.k.a. - Ad
Hoc Committee), approximately eighty (80) different species were selected for use in the City of
Orange. The approved listing that follows includes trees with aesthetic appeal, disease and pest
resistance, good branching and rooting characteristics and good soil and climate adaptability.

The content of this plan is as follows:
•

SPECIES PALETTE - This is a list of the approved street trees; it is grouped to show
the minimum parkway width required for planting each respective species. The list
shows the botanical and common name of each tree and describes form characteristics
in terms of deciduous or evergreen and height and spread of each tree at maturity.

•

3’+, 5’+ and 8’+ PARKWAYS - This is a photo layout of each species grouped by
minimum parkway width required for planting purposes. At the bottom of each photo
layout, a brief description is provided of each tree along with useful care and planting
considerations.

•

SPECIAL TREE CONDITIONS - This section describes the City’s position
regarding the limited and special use of certain species approved as street trees.

•

SPECIES FREQUENCY REPORT - This is a list of all species in the City of Orange,
including new species approved as street trees that currently do not exist in the public
right-of-way. The list is grouped alphabetically by common family name (i.e. - Maple Sugar) followed by the scientific name. The report indicates the quantity of each
species as it occurs as a City street tree.
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The report also provides valuable information detailing each species in the following categories:
status as either a City approved or non-approved street tree,
inappropriateness as a street tree due to poor structural characteristics,
inappropriateness as a street tree due to drop of pods, legumes, seed heads or other fruit,
high maintenance requirements due to a fast growth-rate,
inappropriateness as a street tree due to significant associated disease and pest problems,
undesirability as a street tree due to invasive growth of roots,
inappropriateness as a street tree due to the existence of soil and/or climate conditions that
prohibit normal or acceptable growth characteristics,
# inappropriateness as a street tree due to the mess and insect attraction associated with the
production of fleshy or edible fruit (i.e. - Avocado or Apricot),
# the appropriate minimum parkway width for the planting of an approved species,
# comments and special instructions for the usage of certain species (i.e. - species varieties
approved for planting and residential/arterial street usage designation).
#
#
#
#
#
#
#

•

PLANTING DETAIL - This is the City’s Standard Plan Number 417 for the planting
of street trees. It is an illustrative representation of a properly installed street tree.
Tree planting notes and specifications are provided to further clarify details associated
with the tree planting process. See the Street Tree Section of the Municipal Code for
comprehensive information regarding street tree planting.

•

COMMUNITY OUTREACH - This is the distribution letter that will be sent to
residents with a tree vacancy in their adjacent parkway. The letter and sample return
post card will enable the City Arborist to compile a list of potential sites where
homeowners have expressed an interest in receiving a new street tree.

•

SAMPLE DOOR HANGER - This is provided to the homeowner following the
planting of their street tree. The informational door hanger is important, as it
provides tree care instructions to help insure a young street tree’s survival through its
first crucial years of development.

•

DISTRICT MAPS - This series of maps separates the City into sixteen (16) districts.
There is an overview map showing the entire City and one detailed map for each
district. The districts are used for the preparation of work schedules, management
planning purposes and the establishment of a citywide street tree trimming cycle.
District planning is an efficient means of meeting the trimming needs of the City’s
street trees on a regularly scheduled basis. At present, one complete trimming cycle of
the City’s street trees requires a minimum of four (4) years and consists of the
completion of approximately four (4) districts per year.

•

STREET TREE ORDINANCE & STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS - This section
includes the City of Orange Municipal Code (O.M.C.) Chapters 12.28 (Street Trees)
and 12.32 (Tree Preservation) in complete form. The O.M.C. can be used to reference
definitions, permit policies, procedures and requirements, as they relate to street trees
and the preservation of recognized trees of historical significance. The City of Orange
Specifications for Street Trees is a comprehensive “how to” reference of the standards
and specifications for planting, removal and maintenance of City of Orange street trees
and shrubs.

