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SECTION 1 – Site Information 

Project Title/Name:   

Project Address/Location:   

Assessor Parcel Number:   Tract/Lot Number:   

REQUIRED: Briefly describe your proposed facility:   

  

  

 

SECTION 2 – Facility Owner/Operator Information  

Name of Facility Owner/Operator:   

Mailing Address: ______________________________City: _________________State: ______Zip:   

Phone Number:  Driver’s License #:   

SECTION 3 – House Manager Information  

Name of House Manager:   

Mailing Address: ______________________________City: _________________State: ______Zip:   

Phone Number:  Driver’s License #:   

SECTION 4 – Property Owner Information 

Name of Property Owner:   

Mailing Address: ______________________________City: _________________State: _____Zip:   

Phone Number:  E-mail:   

 

This section to be completed by Staff: 

APP. TYPE NUMBER FLAT FEE 

SLP  $1,586.00 
 

General Plan: ______________Zoning:   
 

Check No:  Date Filed:   
 

Received By:   Assigned to:   

 

 

City of Orange 
Community Development Department 

Planning Division 

300 East Chapman Avenue 

Orange, CA  92866-1591 

(714)744-7220   (714)744-7222 FAX 

www.cityoforange.org 

Sober Living Facility Application 
 For R-1 and R-2 Zones Only 
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SECTION 5 – Facility Information 

PROPERTY / FACILITY DESCRIPTION 

Number of Structures on Lot  

Square Footage of Entire House   

Number of Bedrooms  

Maximum Number of Tenants  

Number of Parking Spaces Inside Garage and on Driveway  

Facility Rules and Regulations Attach Additional Sheets 

Written Intake Procedures Attach Additional Sheets 

Relapse Policy Attach Additional Sheets 

Description of Evaluation Process to Determine Disability Attach Additional Sheets 

 

SECTION 6 – Land Owner Affidavit (If Property Owner and Facility Owner/Operator are the same, then notary 

is not required.) 
 

  declares that I am the owner of the property addressed or otherwise located as follows: 
(print name above) 

  
 

I hereby certify that I am the owner of the real property described in this application.  I hereby authorize this application to be 

processed for my property, and grant authority to the applicant to represent me and to bind me in all matters concerning this 

application.  I certify that all of the information contained in this application, including the information contained in all plans 

and other materials submitted with this application, are, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true and correct.  Should any of 

the information submitted be false or incorrect, I hereby agree to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless, the City of Orange, its 

officers, agents, and employees, from any and all liability and loss by reason of its reliance on any such information.  I grant 

authority to the City to place a public hearing notice on the subject property if one is required. 

 

Property Owner Signature:      Date:   
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

State of California 

County of Orange 

On __________________________ before me,      , a Notary Public, personally appeared  

               

              , who 

proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are subscribed to the within instrument and 

acknowledged to me that he/she/they executed the same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), and that by his/her/their signature(s) 

on the instrument the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s) acted, executed the instrument. 

 

I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing paragraph is true and correct. 

 

WITNESS my hand and official seal. 

Signature   (Seal) 

 

SECTION 7 – Certification  (Every application must be signed below by the Facility Owner/Operator.) 
 

I hereby certify that the statements furnished above and in the attached exhibits present the data and information 

required for this initial evaluation to the best of my ability, and that the facts, statements, and information 

presented are true and correct to the best of my knowledge.  This sober living facility will serve only tenants 

who are disabled as defined by state and federal law. 

Facility Owner/Operator Signature:   Date:   

Print Name:   Telephone No:   



City of Orange Municipal Code Section 17.13.040.BBB 

Special Use Regulations for a Sober Living Facility 

n:\cdd\plng\administration\forms & templates\applications for land use projects\sober living facility application\non-current\sober living facility omc section may 2021.docx May 2021 

1. A sober living facility which would otherwise be considered an unpermitted use as a boarding or lodging house in a R1 or R2 

zone, may locate in any residential zone with a sober living permit and a business license provided: 

a. An application for a sober living facility is submitted to the Community Development Director by the owner/operator 

of the Sober Living Facility. The application shall provide the following:  

(1) The name, address, phone number and driver's license number of the owner/operator;  

(2) The name, address, phone number and driver's license number of the house manager;  

(3) A copy of the sober living facility rules and regulations;  

(4) Written intake procedures;  

(5) The relapse policy;  

(6) An affirmation by the owner/operator that the sober living facility will serve only tenants who are disabled as defined 

by state and federal law and documentation of the evaluation process which determines that tenants of the sober 

living facility are disabled; and  

(7) A flat fee of $1,586.00 for the cost of processing the application as set by resolution of the City Council. 

b. There are no more than six tenants, not counting a house manager, but in no event more than seven tenants residing in the 

sober living facility. 

c. There shall be no more than three tenants per bedroom. 

d. Tenant rental agreements shall be no less than thirty (30) days, otherwise the operator shall be responsible for collecting 

and remitting a Transient Occupancy Tax in accordance with Chapter 5.16 of this code. 

e. It is not located in an accessory secondary housing unit unless the primary dwelling unit is used for the same purpose and 

if so, the residents in both the primary and secondary units shall be combined in determining whether the maximum 

number of six allowed by this section has been exceeded. 

f. It has a house manager who resides at the sober living facility or any multiple of persons acting as a house manager who 

are present and who are responsible for the day-to-day operation. 

g. It is not, at the time the sober living permit is issued, located within three hundred (300) feet, as measured from the closest 

property lines, of any other dwelling unit housing a group home or sober living facility. 

h. All tenants, other than the house manager, must be actively participating in legitimate recovery programs, including, but 

not limited to, Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous, or 12-Step Recovery. Current records of meeting 

attendance must be maintained. Refusal to actively participate in such a program shall be cause for eviction. 

i. Its rules and regulations must prohibit the use, sale or distribution of any alcohol or any non-prescription controlled 

substances by any tenant either on or off site. These rules and regulations shall be posted in a common area inside the 

dwelling unit. Any violation of this rule must be cause for eviction and the violator cannot be re-admitted for at least ninety 

(90) days. Any second violation of this rule shall result in permanent eviction. Tenants that have a second violation shall 

not be permitted to reside in a sober living facility in the City for a period of twelve (12) months. 

j. No combination of tenants who are parolees, probationers or subject to the Uniform Controlled Substances registration 

requirements of Health and Safety Code Section 11590 shall exceed two. Notwithstanding the preceding, in no event shall 

any tenant violate any terms or conditions of probation or parole which prohibit the tenant residing with another parolee 

or probationer. 

k. No persons who are required to register as sex registrants under Penal Code Section 290 shall reside in the sober living 

facility. 

l. It shall have a written visitation policy precluding visitors who are under the influence of any drug or alcohol, are 

probationers, or parolees. No visitors shall be permitted to spend the night or stay past 10:00 p.m. and a house manager 

must be present during visitations. 

m. It shall have regular drug testing or some equivalent alternative, to ensure that tenants are not currently using drugs or 

alcohol. 

n. It shall have a good neighbor policy that directs tenants to be considerate of neighbors, including refraining from engaging 

in excessively loud or obnoxious behavior that would interfere with the neighbors' enjoyment of their properties. The good 

neighbor policy shall establish a written protocol for the house manager to follow when a neighbor complaint is received. 
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o. All garage and driveway spaces shall, at all times, be available and used for the parking of vehicles. There must be at least 

one off-street parking spot for every three tenants. Tenants may each only store or park a single vehicle at the dwelling 

unit or on any residential street within one thousand (1,000) feet of the dwelling unit. 

p. It shall not provide any treatment that would require a State license. 

q. The operator shall be responsible for updating any information required by this subsection as soon as practical. 

r. It shall comply with all other laws, rules and regulations which may apply to its operation, including any building and fire 

codes and shall be subject to inspection by a building inspector and fire inspector prior to the issuance of any Sober Living 

Permit. 

2. The sober living permit shall be issued by the Community Development Director as a ministerial matter if the applicant is in 

compliance and has agreed to comply with the requirements of this section. If the application is for an R3 or R4 zone, a 

conditional use permit shall also be required in the same manner as for other boarding or lodging house uses. It shall be denied 

by the Community Development Director and if already issued shall be revoked upon a hearing by the Community 

Development Director under any of the following circumstances: 

a. Any owner/operator or house manager has provided any material false or misleading information on the application or 

omitted any pertinent information on the application; 

b. Any owner/operator or house manager has an employment history in which he or she was terminated during the past two 

years because of physical assault, sexual harassment, embezzlement or theft; falsifying a drug test; or selling or furnishing 

illegal drugs or alcohol. 

c. Any owner/operator or house manager has been or is convicted of or plead nolo contendere to any of the following 

offenses: 

(i) Sex offense for which the person is required to register as a sex offender under California Penal Code Section 290 

(last seven years); 

(ii) Arson offenses - violations of Penal Code Sections 451--455 (last seven years); 

(iii) Violent felonies, as defined in Penal Code Section 667.5, which involve doing bodily harm to another person (last ten 

years); or 

(iv) The sale or furnishing of any controlled substances (last five years). 

d. Any owner/operator or house manager is on parole or formal probation supervision within one year of the date of the 

submittal of the application or at anytime thereafter. 

e. Any owner/operator or house manager is a recovering drug or alcohol addict and upon the date of application or 

employment has had less than one full year of sobriety. 

f. The owner/operator or house manager fails to immediately evict any tenant that uses alcohol or abuses any drugs, 

prescription or non-prescription, or is not actively participating in a legitimate addiction recovery program. 

g. The owner/operator accepts tenants, other than a house manager, who are not disabled/handicapped as defined by the FHA 

and FEHA. 

h. The sober living facility, as measured by the closest property lines, is located within three hundred (300) feet of any group 

home or sober living facility. If a group home moves within three hundred (300) feet of an existing sober living facility 

this shall not cause the revocation of sober living facility's permit or be grounds for denying a transfer of such permit. 

Sober living facilities in existence as of the effective date of this section and in compliance with this code as it existed 

prior to the effective date shall not be subject to the three-hundred-foot distance requirement. 

i. The sober living facility fails to promptly update information required by this section which has become obsolete or 

inaccurate. 

j. The sober living facility unlawfully discriminates against tenants. 

k. For any other significant and/or repeated violations of this section and/or any other applicable laws and/or regulations. 

3. A sober living permit issued in accordance with this subsection shall be required for any sober living facility seeking a 

conditional use permit. 

4. An applicant may seek relief from the strict application of this subsection pursuant to Chapter 17.10.045 of this code if 

necessary to afford a person with a disability a reasonable opportunity to enjoy a dwelling. 
 

(Ord. No. 13-18, § VII, 12-11-2018; Ord. No. 3-19, §§ I, II, 7-9-2019; Ord. No. 07-20 , §§ VI, VII, 4-14-2020) 
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